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THE AMERICAN STATE REPORTS. Containing the cases of general value and author- 
ity subsequent to those contained in the "American Decisions " and the "Amer, 
can Keports," decided in the Courts of last resort of the several States. Selected- 
reported, and annotated by A. C. Freeman. Vol. 101. Bancroft-Whitney Com- 
pany, San Francisco. 1905. 

A volume of the American State Reports always receives a hearty welcome to our 
shelves. The lawyer who uses these Reports can always feel sure that he is get- 
ting the very cream of the American case law, and that the treatment of the law 
in the notes will be thorough, exhaustive, and discriminating. He will not find 
in them a mere mass of authority, but he will find the subject treated by a man 
whose long experience in such work has made the American State Reports 
famous. Among the subjects of monographic notes treated in Vol. 101 are: 
Arson; Rights, Obligations, and Remedies of Persons Over Whose Lands a Pub- 
lic Highway Runs; The Maxim "Nullum tempus occurrit regi "; Search of Prem- 
ises of Private Persons; Burden of Proof as Between Connecting Carriers to Show 
Who Was at Fault for Loss or Injury; Possession of Stolen Property as Evi- 
dence of Guilt; Amending Writs of Execution; When a Master or Employer is 
Liable in Exemplary Damages for an Act of' the Employee or Servant; and 
Confusion of Goods. 

THE LIFE OF JAMES MADIsON. By Gallard Hunt, Editor of " The Writings of James 
Madison." Doubleday, Page & Company, New York. 1902. $2.50 net. 

The history-loving Virginian will take special delight in reading Mr. Hunt's 
discriminating biography of James Madison. The life of the great Virginian is 
so interwoven with the early history of the state and nation that an account of 
his deeds cannot be related without giving the reader a clear insight into the 
problems which the founders of the Republic were called upon to solve. We 
have been accustomed to look upon Thomas Jefferson as the great apostle of reli- 
gious liberty in Virginia, but according to Mr. Hunt the immortal statute of reli- 
gious liberty was the result of an agitation begun by James Madison, when in the 
convention of 1776 he unsuccessfully sought to amend the religious liberty clause 
of the Bill of Rights so as to establish perfect religious liberty in Virginia. At 
that time Madison was a very young man, and the single occasion on which his 
voice was heard in that memorable convention was in advocacy of a clause which 
would have overthrown the religious establishment in Virginia. Thus was sown 
the seed which ten years afterwards grew into the statute of religious liberty, 
which has come down to us through each successive codification of our laws, and 
it is embodied in sections 1394 and 1395 of our Code. 

The great service which Mr. Madison rendered in the formation of the Fed- 
eral Constitution is also clearly set out in this interesting work. Mr. Hunt has 
the story of a great life to tell, and his manner of telling it is worthy of the sub- 
ject of which he treats. 
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